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B en Peterson is the Co-Founder and Executive Director of Journalists for Human Rights,
a non-governmental organization that strives to make every person on earth fully aware
of their rights through mobilizing the media to spread rights awareness. Since its founding in
2002, Journalists for Human Rights has become Canada’s largest media development or-
ganization, sparking dialogue on the role of Human Rights and Social Justice globally.

Internationally, JHR has harnessed the power of the media in 15 different countries and
reached over 20 million people a week with stories that enriched communities and inspired
change. Across North America, JHR has established a presence in universities and high
schools, empowering students to spread rights awareness in their communities.

Previous to JHR, Ben worked in Ghana’s Ministry of Justice, leading Ghana’s efforts to
write reports to the United Nations on various international human rights treaties. Ben has
also worked for the Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs Lloyd Axworthy, and in the of-
fices of David Bonior, the former Democratic Whip in the United States House of Represen-
tatives.

Ben has a BA in Economics and a BAH in Political Studies from Queen’s University, and an
MSc in Political Theory from the London School of Economics (LSE).

Ben has received many national and international awards for his work, including the Action
Canada Fellowship, Canada’s Top 40 under 40 Award, and the Queen’s University Alumni
Humanitarian Award. Ben also sits on the Canadian Commission for UNESCO’s youth ad-
visory committee. A published author, Ben and the work of JHR have been featured in the
Toronto Star, the Globe and Mail, and on CBC.
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