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	 Prime Minister Steven Harper had 
the rapt attention of the nation last June 
as he issued an official apology for the 
abuse of the Residential School system:
“The government now recognizes that 
the consequences of the Indian resi-
dential schools policy were profoundly 
negative and that this policy has had a 
lasting and damaging impact on aborigi-
nal culture…[positive experiences of the 
system] are far overshadowed by tragic 
accounts of the… neglect of helpless 
children, and their separation from pow-
erless families and communities.”
	 Flashbulbs lit up, cameras rolled and news-
stands overflowed with coverage as mainstream news 
sources detailed the event. Yet, as Harper spoke, a 
new “policy”  which will ultimately have a “lasting 
and damaging impact on aboriginal culture”  was be-
ing endured by Canadian aboriginal children of the 
21st century. This is the real headliner: once again, a 
generation of aboriginal youth is suffering badly at the 
hand of government institution and inaction. History 

is repeating itself, if journalists – our nation’s eyes and 
ears – would care to take notice. Many of the injustic-
es of the Residential School system have been reincar-
nated in Canada’s First Nations Child and Family Ser-
vices to the extent that our nation is in gross violation 
of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UN CRC). The plight of aboriginal children in 
Canada’s foster care system is an issue that deserves 
far more attention from the nation’s media.
	 The UN CRC dictates that “states should 
always ensure that the principle of the best interests of 
the child is the paramount consideration in any alter-
native care placement of indigenous children”. Now, 
separating a child from their family is widely recog-
nized as a measure of last resort amoung childcare 
professionals. Instead, “least disruptive measures” 
programs are favoured as in the child’s best interest. 

Today’s Canadian 
Aboriginal Children:
The origin of Tomorrow’s 
Government Apology
By Nicole Stradiotto
Write the Wrong 2009 - Winning Submission
Barrie, Ontario

“States should always ensure 
that the principle of the best in-
tersts of the child is the param-
moun consideration in any 
alternative care placement of 
indigenous children.”
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For all other foster care programs in Canada, all such 
methods of prevention and alternative arrangement 
must be exhausted before a child is removed from 
their home. Not so for aboriginal families. Cindy 
Blackstock, in her 2007 report to the Senate, explains, 
“Many of the First Nations agencies will tell you that 
it is not a problem to get $300 a day to put a child into 
foster care, but try to give $25 to a family so they can 
afford to feed the child and keep him or her safely in 
their home, and it is not possible under the current for-
mula”. Where these programs exist, they are grossly 
underfunded. This methodology is in large reason why 
aboriginal children are overrepresented in the nation’s 
child protection services; while only comprising 3.8 
percent of the Canadian population, they make up a 
staggering 30 percent of children in foster care.  
	 Perhaps the most tragic aspect of this situation 
is that the vast majority of children are taken into care 
because of ‘neglect’.  When one closely examines the 
definition of the term and its key drivers – poverty, in-
adequate housing and addiction-- it is debatable whose 
‘neglect’ that is: in the words of the National Chil-
dren’s Alliance, “It is important to note that two of the 
three factors are largely outside of parental control”. 
The National Council of Welfare last year pointed out 
that the rates of physical, sexual and emotional abuse, 
as well as domestic violence, are no higher in aborigi-
nal homes than in non-native homes. In effect, aborigi-
nal children are being removed from their families and 
communities en mass because of the neglect of the 
government. 
	 Even more disturbingly, this system amounts 
to assimilation. For the most part, aboriginal children 
are not being placed in homes of their culture; that is, 
three out of four are placed in non-aboriginal resourc-
es. In many cases, the cultural legacy of these youth is 
not even considered. According to Dexter Kinequon 
of Indian Child and Family Services, “Rarely does the 
continuity of the child’s culture influence the place-
ment of the children in care.” This is in direct viola-
tion of the UN CRC, which states that when placing 

indigenous children in childcare, states must “pay due 
regard to the desirability of continuity in the child’s 
upbringing and to the child’s ethnic, religious, cultural 
and linguistic background.”  
	 Undeniably, a major underlying cause of the 
system’s ineffectiveness is a lack of funding. In a 2005 
report, The First Nations Child and Family Caring 
Society exposed that the Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development supplies 22 percent less 
funding per child to the aboriginal branch of foster 
care than the average province. The First Nations 
Child and Family Caring Society of Canada and the 
Assembly of First Nations have also recognized this 
injustice. In 2007, these groups filed a complaint with 
the Canadian Human Rights Commission which al-
leged that the federal government’s “conscience under 
funding of child welfare amounted to racial discrimi-
nation within meaning of the Canadian human rights 
act. 
	 It is the role of the media to elucidate issues 
which require in-depth analysis and a broad perspec-
tive. The journalist also shoulders the responsibility of 
speaking for those who cannot speak for themselves.  
There is no issue in recent Canadian history that cries 
out for these services such as this one: the aboriginal 
foster care system is a twisted web of mismanagement 
whose sufferers have traditionally had no voice in our 
society. 
	 In light of the aforementioned statistics and 
testimonies, it is easy to envision the coming of anoth-
er apology much like Stephen Harper’s. Reporters will 
flock as the future Prime Minister announces that “the 
government now recognizes that the consequences of 
the [Canadian child welfare system] were profoundly 
negative and that this policy has had a lasting and 
damaging impact on aboriginal culture”.  On TV, radio 
and in print, our leader will lament the “…neglect of 
helpless children, and their separation from powerless 
families and communities” .  
	 The Canadian media has a choice. It can imme-
diately investigate and make public the injustice of the 
child protection system, provoking debate, activism, 
government action and perhaps even change.  Alterna-
tively, journalists can simply wait a generation or two, 
and cover this speech. 

“For the most part, aboriginal 
children are not being placed in 
homes of their culture; that is, 
three our of four are placed in 
non-aboriginal resources.”
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	 Canada: a nation based on prin-
ciples of equality and fairness for all its 
inhabitants.  A land where any child, 
rich or poor, male or female, is granted 
equal opportunity to realize their poten-
tial.  To the public, Canada has lived up 
to its creed.  By the United Nations, it is 
currently ranked as the country with the 
third highest level of human develop-
ment in the world.  Yet a far more un-
known reality is that this same country 
houses communities with living condi-
tions similar to those of the poorest de-
veloping nations.  Perhaps most appall-
ing is the fact that with overwhelming 
consistency, this disparity stems from 
racial inequality.  
	 In a study by Indian and Northern Affairs 
Canada, living conditions in Aboriginal communities 
are such that they would be ranked sixty-third on the 
United Nations human development index.  Abject 

housing conditions and health care, lack of job oppor-
tunities and low income contribute to a lower quality 
of life for Canada’s indigenous people. This existing 
trend is in large part a repercussion of the country’s 
unabashed policies of cultural assimilation and uneven 
democratic rights of the past.  Current developments, 
however, demonstrate the government’s same neglect 
for Aboriginal rights.  In 2007, the Harper govern-
ment voted against the adoption of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  For 
a country so keen on denouncing the human rights 
violations of other nations, Canada’s neglect marks a 
clear double standard which will only harm Canadian 
society as a whole by denying equal rights to all its 
inhabitants.  
	 As in most communities, those hardest hit by 
poverty are the children.  According to a report by the 
Child and Youth Officer for British Columbia, there 
are simply too many Aboriginal children who  “live in 
poverty … suffer from mental and physical disabili-
ties, are involved with drugs and alcohol, live on the 
street and are caught up in the youth criminal justice 

Canada’s Aboriginal 
Children
By Alexia Jablonski
Write the Wrong 2009 - Second Place Submission
Coquitlam, British Columbia

“First Nations, Inuit and Métis 
communities should not be de-
fined by destitute conditions”
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system.”  However, First Nations, Inuit and Métis 
communities should not be defined by destitute condi-
tions; with more support for programs dealing with 
foster care, health and education, they have the poten-
tial for greater prosperity and interdependence with 
the government.  
	 Poor conditions and neglect at home can result 
in children being taken away from their family and 
placed in the care of a foster family.  A staggering one 
in ten Aboriginal children is placed in care, while only 
one in every two hundred non-Aboriginal Canadian 
children is in care. Evidence suggests that children 
who grow up in foster households emerge disadvan-
taged.  After undergoing years of separation from their 
family and community, as well as trauma and uncer-
tainty from being displaced at a young age, children in 
care have a likeliness of being emotionally unstable.  
In certain cases, foster parents are not required to 
pass a screening process, so children might be at a 
risk of abuse.  Inconsistent funding and lack of medi-
cal coverage among certain agencies can create tense 
financial circumstances in a foster home and unfavour-
able conditions for the child.  Government funding 
is distributed so haphazardly that First Nations child 
welfare agencies receive 22 percent less funding per 
child than provincial agencies.  
	 A fundamental right for children is to receive 
adequate healthcare.  Yet both the physical and mental 
health of First Nations tend to be poorer than those of 
other Canadians.  Aboriginal children are much more 
likely to contract diseases such as tuberculosis and 
diabetes.  Suicide is a significant problem among First 
Nations youth; the suicide rate in this cohort is five 
to six times higher than that of non-Aboriginal youth.  
Aboriginal children are also more at risk for uninten-
tional injuries and drowning; in fact, this is the largest 
cause of premature death on reserves.  Poor sanitation, 
unclean drinking water and overcrowding are direct 
causes of these problems.   However, the government’s 
neglect of Aboriginal health services and infrastructure 
is to blame for the fact that First Nations are less likely 

to receive needed care than other Canadians.
	 Education, one of the primordial needs for 
a child to achieve success in adulthood, is another 
neglected service among Aboriginal children and 
youth.  Today, 70 percent of First Nations on reserves 
will not graduate from high school.  As with health 
care, this problem originates from inconsistent gov-
ernment funding.  Although some schools on reserves 
might receive thousands more dollars than an average 
public school, many others receive thousands less.  As 
a result, Native schools, especially those in isolated 
areas, tend to be chronically underfunded.  Spend-
ing for special education programs is insufficient, for 
the level of students requiring these programs is two 
to three times higher than among the total Canadian 
population.  Lack of support for post-secondary educa-
tion is also denying thousands of Aboriginals the right 
to continue their education at the highest level.  Al-
though 70 percent of First Nations children in a 2005 
survey showed a desire to go to university or college, 
financial constraints simply make it impossible for a 
majority to do so.  Reductions in funding for the Post-
Secondary Student Support Program since 1996 have 
forced several Aboriginal bands to limit the number of 
students who can attend a post-secondary institution.
	 For many, First Nations children’s rights re-
main a sensitive issue.  Especially in tough economic 
times, government funding for Aboriginal programs 
is seen as dispensable, even unfair.  Why should a 
minority be granted so much taxpayer money?  Is 
there really any justice in equal opportunity scholar-
ships and grants, or are they simply an act of political 
correctness, a desire to appease a querulous minor-
ity?  This sentiment is understandable, given that 
the average Canadian has minimal knowledge of the 
violation of the Aboriginal population’s rights.  Even 
foreign locations have a more direct emotional appeal 
to Canadians, largely due to the massive amount of 
media coverage given to disease in sub-Saharan Af-
rica, starvation in India and inadequate primary educa-
tion in China, among other issues.  It is imperative, 
however, that Canadians begin to acquaint themselves 
with issues closer to home.  After all, a child’s welfare 
is universally viewed as being of fundamental impor-
tance, regardless of race or culture.

“Suicide is a significant problem 
among First Nations youth: the 
suicide rate in this cohort is five 
to six times higher than that of 
non-Aboriginal youth.”
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	 Before World War II, Neville Chamberlain 
assured “peace of Europe” in that Germany and the 
United Kingdom would “never go to war with one an-
other again”. During the Khmer Rouge period in Cam-
bodia, Henry Kissinger, the then-secretary of state, 
said “Tell the Cambodians we will be friends with 
them”, the Khmer Rouge may have been “murderous 
thugs, but we won’t let that stand in our way”. This 
call for unity was rooted in their mutual hate towards 
the common enemy of Vietnam. In 1994 Rwanda, 
an internal US memo said the state department was 
worried that under the 1948 genocide convention, 
classifying Rwanda as “genocide” would force the 
US “to actually do something”. Though these events 
are seemingly isolated from one another, they reflect 
a common occurrence. Through all of these hor-
rific examples of human indecency, age has not been 
prejudiced where even minors have been oppressed 
and at times slaughtered. More recently, minors have 
been forced to pull the trigger. Former Canadian Gen-
eral, Romeo Dallaire, a witness to the 1994 Rwandan 
Genocide has stated publicly as reported by the UJA 
Federation of Greater Toronto website that “we’ve 
entered an era where we in fact permitted… a new 
weapon of mass destruction” referencing the child 
soldier.        
	 Nuclear missiles, atomic bombs, they sit in 

their silos, and in doing so, they pale in comparison to 
the child soldier that Dallaire calls “effective”. Ac-
cording to Dallaire’s website, it is estimated that over 
300,000 child soldiers are active in the world today. 
As an example of this ruthless manipulation, Thomas 
Lubunga Dyilo of the Union of Congolese patriots was 
reported in a CNN online article to have “recruited, 
trained, and used hundreds of young children to kill, 
pillage, and rape.” 
	 Three problems lie therein. First, these abhor-
rent atrocities are being committed against innocent 
children daily. Second, the fact that many of the hor-
rors carried out so mercilessly are done so by humans 
who if placed in a North American setting, could be 
called my peer. Third, for all these violations of human 
rights, the world community turns a blind eye led by 
three words: ignorance is bliss.
 	 More recently, the people of Darfur and the 
Congo have been systematically attacked and in many 
cases annihilated through the use of child soldiers. 
These minions of genocide have been brainwashed 
or blackmailed to perform horrific deeds in the most 
indecent manner. CNN placed the death toll in the 
Rwandan genocide around 800,000 while 100,000 
surviving children were left orphaned through the use 
of mass pillaging, shooting, burning, killing, and rape. 
Parallel to this, ICC prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo 

Ambiguities of Innocence
By Nick Carlson
Write the Wrong 2009 - Third Place Submission
West Vancouver, British Columbia
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when speaking of Darfur in a CNN online exclusive 
interview, said that “rape is a tool in the genocide” and 
is “the most important tool today” as the underage per-
petrators have been “raping women, raping girls, rap-
ing in groups” and “raping to destroy the community”. 
The revelation is that the existence of these gun-toting 
minors continues. 
	 There is an inherent irony, however, in our 
contemporary distaste for the child soldier. When one 
thinks of Sparta, they think of an ancient Greek nation 
made famous by its legacy of warrior culture, glorified 
in Hollywood movies for using boys who dreamed of 
being men. It was a culture where manhood was cul-
tivated in childhood through war. Boys were not just 
expected to become soldiers out of honour, but out of 
the fact that military enrollment was considered their 
civil duty. This kind of social behaviour has survived 
in every warrior society up to the present day. When 
addressing this issue, one cannot deny that humani-
tarianism and civil rights being relatively new human 
concepts; the ignorance of the warrior culture has 
only recently been exposed. Yet the use of children as 
soldiers has continued in various militaries throughout 
the world as reported by CNN in the “450 page “Glob-
al Report on Child Soldiers 2001” providing details of 
the half million recruited child soldiers in 87 countries 
worldwide noting that “of those, some 300,000 are 
engaged in actual combat”. 

	 As reported by Becky Tinsley in an October, 
2005 article placed in New Internationalist, “The 
United Nations now acknowledges that in the last two 
years 180,000 black Africans have died in the Darfur 
region of Sudan”. Tinsley further comments about the 
British government, under the administration of Tony 
Blair, having reacted by denying “the scale and cause 
of the suffering in Darfur, to portray it as a humani-
tarian rather than political problem, and to cast both 
‘sides’ as equally guilty”. It seems that in humanity’s 
present-day political conundrum, even screaming 
bloody murder and calling to the global community to 
rally against evil is not enough. Political ties, agendas, 
policies, and economics have prevented the pow-
ers that be from standing against the atrocities that 
plague the world and its progression. As easy as it is to 
nitpick at one’s own moral code when circumstances 
make it convenient, the dire call for moral correction 
is at its climax. When parents become childless and 
children stray the ambiguities of innocence, when the 
future is figuratively and literally lost to racial intol-
erance and ‘ethnic cleansing’; the world must take a 
stand.  

“There is an inherent irony, however, 
for our contemporary distaste for the 
child soldier.” 
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	 Fifty years ago the inalienable 
rights of the child were declared.  The 
world recognized the conflicting identity 
of children as the world’s prospects, but 
also as the most vulnerable members of 
society.  With the Declaration of Rights 
of the Child, diplomats and signatories 
assumed the role as guardians of our 
future.  However, as this anniversary 
passes, we must analyse our progress to-
wards protecting the safety, potential and 
happiness of every child.  Despite bold 
declarations and optimistic promises, 
child rights have not been realized.  One 
significant failure to protect children oc-
curs within legal systems.  The treatment 
of children under the law is an issue that 
needs more media attention.
	 Amidst wars, natural disasters or coups d’états, 
children are easily overlooked.  As the ambitious, 
powerful and tyrannous advance their agendas, the 

rights of children are trampled underfoot.  In addition 
to their inherent vulnerability, children lack the power 
to influence the events and situations which jeopar-
dize their rights.  In climates of contempt, neglect or 
oppression, legal systems are the only bodies that can 
provide a shield and refuge for children.  That is why 
legal systems must accept special treatment of chil-
dren.  
	 To issue a conviction, a judge must determine 
the capacity of the defendant to be held accountable.  
The culpability of children is inherently less than that 
of an adult due to their inability to make decisions.  
Neurologists recognize that the mental capacity of a 
child is limited as their brain is not fully developed.  In 
particular, the area of the brain which controls impuls-
es and the ability to anticipate repercussions is still in 
a formative stage.  Emotional maturity also diminishes 
a child’s culpability.  Children are highly susceptible 
to environmental and familial pressures and cannot 
separate emotional attachments from their actions.  

The inalienable rights of 
the child
By Elizabeth Stratton
Write the Wrong 2009 - Final Five Submission
Toronto, Ontario

“In climates of contempt, neglect 
or oppression, legal systems are 
the only bodies that can provide 
a shield and refuge for children.” 
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Children are distinct from adults because their devel-
oping mental and emotional maturity renders them 
incapable of making decisions.  Children do not have 
the capacity to be held accountable, which necessitates 
special treatment under the law.  
	 Legal systems protect children by banning 
disclosure of youth offenders’ identities, reducing 
maximum sentences and favouring rehabilitation.  
However, developing and developed countries both 
fail to uphold protections.  An Amnesty International 
report lists seven countries that award the death pen-
alty to child offenders.   In Canada, the government is 
reviewing the Young Offenders Act and considering 
amendments to allow the release of youth offender’s 
identities and more adult sentencing.  Not only would 
these amendments violate child rights, but they would 
also increase the likelihood of reoffending.  According 
to Nick Bala, a child-law expert, harsher treatment of 
youth “has a certain political appeal, but it is not wise 
legal policy.”   Allowing these amendments would 
mark a return to legal proceedings pre-1908, before 
the distinction between youth and adult offenders.  

	 The second aspect of the issue is recognizing 
the capacity of children to give testimony.  In trials 
around the world, witnesses often play a central role in 
illuminating the truth and determining the final ver-
dict.  The preservation of justice depends on the reli-
ability of witnesses, which assigns great importance to 
the assessment of each witness’s capacity.  In the effort 
to ensure that witnesses’ testimony is dependable, the 
evidence of children is often disregarded.  Judges use 
the same provisions that recognize a child’s incapac-
ity to be accountable, such as mental and emotional 
immaturity, to dismiss their claims.  However, children 
are the only witnesses to many appalling violations of 
human rights.  
	 During the rule of General Augusto Pinochet in 
the Government Junta of Chile, thousands of political 
opponents, journalists and dissidents ‘disappeared.’  
Kidnapped and never seen again, the only witnesses 

remaining were children.  In the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, the use of rape as a weapon of war is en-
demic.  Ruthless militias, motivated by ethnic ties or 
greed for rich mineral resources, slaughter innocent ci-
vilians with impunity.  Frequently, the only people left 
untouched are young children.  In criminal proceed-
ings against the Chilean Junta, in future trials against 
instigators of the Congolese conflict and in many other 
atrocities around the world, individuals who witnessed 
these events as children are declared unfit to testify.  
In many developing countries, judges do not attempt 
examine each child’s competence.  Even in the le-
gal proceedings of developed nations, children are 
wrongfully dismissed as unreliable.  According to 
the research of Nick Bala, assessments of children’s 
competence by Canadian judges are inappropriate, in-
accurate and inconsistent.   The resulting competency 
decisions lead Appeal courts to grant new trials and 
disqualify evidence from capable children.  Refusing 
to recognize or properly assess the testifying capacity 
of children compromises the application of justice.  It 
also discriminates against them.    Article 12 of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, declares the 
right of every child to express their views freely and 
receive due weight, particularly in judicial proceed-
ings.  We recognize that those affected by crimes are 
entitled to see justice carried out.  By dismissing child 
witnesses, we cripple the pursuit of justice and deny 
their right to be heard.  
	 By refusing to recognize children’s incapacity 
to be accountable and testify, legal systems violate the 
rights they are supposed to protect.  Mahatma Ghandi 
once said, “a society can be judged by how it treats its 
weakest members.”   The mistreatment of children by 
a fundamental pillar of our societies, the legal system, 
is a shameful reflection on our society.   

“By refusing to recognize chil-
dren’s incapacity to be account-
able and testify, legal systems 
violate the rights they are sup-
posed to protect. 
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	 Education is a right I believe all children 
should have.  It is the key to the future and an escape 
from the past.  Children should be offered an unbiased 
education so they choose what they want to believe.  
Education gives children the ability to understand con-
flicts in their country and decide for themselves how 
they feel about them.  Children are the path to peace.  
Through education we have the power to eliminate 
extremism.  It is of great importance to educate both 
genders, but in certain countries there is a greater im-
pact when education is offered to girls.  In many parts 
of the world girls have been deprived of education 
and have been taught by their elders that they have no 
potential to do anything other than raise a family and 
take care of the home. 
	 Children need a balanced life to understand 
peace, because to know peace you have to be at peace 
with yourself.  Play, work and education are needed to 
counteract the effects of war and terror.  Greg Morten-
son is an advocate for Muslim children’s education 
and the author of the New York Times Bestseller 
Three Cups of Tea; he believes educating these chil-
dren is the answer for the end of terrorism.  “As of 
2008, Mortenson had established over 78 schools in 
rural and often volatile regions of Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan, which provide education to over 28,000 
children, including 18,000 girls, where few education 

opportunities existed before,” (threecupsoftea.com).  
The idea that a peaceful world starts in a classroom at 
first seems like a dream, but as knowledge grows so 
do the possibilities for peace to exist. 
	 Greg Mortenson states in his bestselling book 
Three Cups of Tea, “Once you educate the boys, they 
tend to leave the villages and go search for work in 
cities.  But the girls stay home, become leaders in the 
community and pass on what they’ve learned.  If you 
really want to change a culture, to empower women, 
improve basic hygiene and health care, and fight high 
rates of infant mortality, the answer is to educate 
girls,” (thinkexist.com).  The idea that so much can be 
changed because girls are offered an education is an 
amazing thought. 
	 A ‘madrassa’ is a type of Islamic private school 
located in Pakistan, Afghanistan and other parts of the 
Middle East.  It is a stark example of a school system 
that breeds a narrow, intolerant view of the world, and 

Education for All
By Louise Moodie
Write the Wrong 2009 - Final Five Submission
Halifax, Nova Scotia

“The idea that a peaceful world 
starts in a classroom at first 
seems like a dream, but as 
knowledge grows so do the pos-
sibilities for peace to exist.” 
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that often incites violence.  In the novel Three Cups 
of Tea, it is said that, “the World Bank estimated that 
over twenty thousand madrassas were teaching as 
many as 2 million of Pakistan’s students an Islamic 
curriculum.  Not every madrassa was a hotbed of 
extremism.  But the World Bank concluded that 15 to 
20 percent of madrassa students were receiving mili-
tary training, along with a curriculum that emphasized 
jihad and the hatred of the West at the expense of 
subjects like math, science and literature,” (243-244). 
These students were then shown to have joined ter-
rorist groups such as the Taliban and Al-Qaeda.  Greg 
Mortenson, on the other hand, believes the way to 
gain peace in Afghanistan is to “drink more tea” - not 
literally, of course, but in the sense of building rela-
tionships and encouraging tolerance and open ideas.  
Though relationships such as student-teacher, children 
learn to build trust and start to idolize their elders.  In 
an unbiased education system students who look up to 
their teachers have more opportunities for the future 
and fewer closed doors. 
	 If basic education is the answer to so many 
problems that occur in the world, why then does it so 
often get put on the back burner?  ‘Development and 
Peace’ has an activity called “The World Goes Shop-
ping”.  In this activity students are asked to match 
certain global priorities with the amount of money 

spent in $US billions.  The correct order of priorities 
from greatest to least is: military spending in the world 
coming in at 780 billion, alcohol in Europe at 105 
billion, basic health and nutrition for everyone in the 
world at 13 billion, perfumes in Europe and the US at 
12 billion, ice cream in Europe at 11 billion, water and 
sanitation for everyone in the world at 9 billion and in 
last place with the least amount spent is basic educa-
tion for everyone in the world at 6 billion (volunteer-
now.ca).   The powerful statement made by this list is 
that, for many of the people in the world, consumerism 
outranks peace and justice.  Until all children under-
stand that they can make a difference, world peace and 
unity will never be achieved.

“If basic education is the answer to 
so many problems that occur in the 
world, why then does it so often get 
put on the backburner?” 
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THANK YOU!
jhr would like to thank The Walrus 

Magazine for ther support, 
without which this competition 
would not have been possible. 
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